
HOKOWHITU SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
         Friday the 29th of November 2024 
 

  Important Upcoming Events 2024 
 

3 December 
9.10am - 11am 

Year 1 - 3 fundamental skills display. Supporters welcome 

3 December - 5.30pm Final Board meeting for 2024 - held in the staffroom 

NEW ITEM 
6 December - 8am 

departure 

Road patrollers -  Broadway march & movie to honour their service 

10 December - 
8.30am 

Coffee and muffin thank you to whānau who have generously supported us with 
sports, camps, EOTC excursions etc this year 

12 December 5pm Christmas carnival and prize giving, followed by the Year 6 graduation 

13 December TKW and TKP celebration day  

13 December Reports, 2025 kete/teacher and stationery lists come home in school 
bags today 

16 December 1.45pm Transition visit into 2025 classes 

17 December TKM, TKA and TKT celebration days 

18 December 
12.45pm 

Classes finish for 2024 

30 + 31 January Staff call back days 

31 January 1.30 - 
2.30pm 

Informal ‘meet and greet’ in classrooms. Bring your stationery and sunhat, and come 
and say ‘hi’ to the teaching team 

Monday 3 February 
8.50am 

School opens for 2025 -  day 1 of Term 1 

     
Please also look out for kete newsletters - these include specific dates/events for that kete. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Ways to Contact The Office When Your Child Will Be Late Or Sick 
Email - office@hokowhitu.school.nz 

Phone (You can also leave a voicemail) - 06 357 9667 
App - See how to download the App below 
https://hokowhituprimary.apps.school.nz/ 

School cell phone (you can ring or text this number) - 027 357 9021 
 

Please contact us as soon as you know your child will be late or is not coming to school as it can take a long 
time to contact everybody that doesn’t contact us. We do this to ensure your child is safe and not a missing 

child. Please do not contact the teacher directly, they don’t always see emails when they are teaching. Thank 
you. 

 
 

 

Important Information for Parents & Guardians 
Please download our school App if you haven't already, all IMPORTANT/URGENT notifications will come 

through this channel. Follow the directions as stated below 
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UPDATE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
 
Kia ora e te Whānau 
 

We hope the pool will open sometime next week. We are very fortunate to have our own swimming pool on 
site at our kura. Many schools need to bus their tamariki to public facilities to learn safe water practice and 
swimming skills. 
Aotearoa New Zealand consists of islands surrounded by water and so learning to swim is potentially a ‘life 
saving’ skill. 
Please send togs, towel (and goggles if required) to school in a waterproof bag each day. Sunsafe togs (or rash 
tops) are strongly recommended, as is sunscreen. The teachers will NOT ask the children to swim if conditions 
are not suitable, and they will never expect the children to stay in the water if they are feeling cold.  
An email (or note) is requested if your child is unable to swim (due to medical reasons) on any given day. 
 
ATAWHAI AWARDS 
At this morning’s assembly the following people were recognised for showing  atawhai (kindness). 
 
TKW: Evie O - Evie, you arrive at school each day with a sunny and bright smile that warms up our classroom 
and spreads happiness. You demonstrate thought and care to all of the other children in Waka iti by being 
friendly and welcoming. You include others in your learning and play, making other children feel valued and 
comfortable. Evie, you are a great role model to other children and we value having you as a member of our 
team. Thank you for showing atawhai. 
 
TKP: Claudia S - Claudia is a bright, bubbly and friendly member of Te Kete Pounamu. She greets kaiako with a 
cheery 'good morning' every day. Claudia makes the most of every opportunity we have at our school,  from 
Kapa Haka to choir to Jump Jam to representing our school in sports. Claudia is a kind and gentle friend. She 
supports her peers in a calm manner and can be relied upon to complete any job we ask of her. It is a pleasure 
having Claudia in TKP - Thank you for showing atawhai Claudia - He whetu koe! 
 
TKM: Isla F - For being a caring and kind member of TKM. She helps her peers by being a great role model and 
shows respect to her peers and teachers alike. She completes work to a very high standard. Isla is polite and 
shows initiative in all areas of her learning. Thank you for showing atawhai in TKM. 
 
TKA: Leon J, we really appreciate the kindness you show when you join in discussions. Your thoughtful and 
considerate contributions encourage others to share their ideas, and your clever suggestions give everyone 
something valuable to think about. You are happy to wait your turn and listen respectfully to others, showing 
kindness and patience in group discussions. You are a fun person to be around because you have a great sense 
of humour. Have a great time in China! 
 
TKT: Sahar S - Thank you, Sahar, for being such a kind and dedicated leader. You make sure everyone—no 
matter their age—is on track and doing the right thing during house meetings. You even help by reminding 
people to bring back their trip permission forms! Your thoughtful sketches that you give others show how much 
you care about everyone. Keep up the amazing work, and thank you for your kindness! 
 
STAFF: Ms Tayler - Ms Tayler shows atawhai by displaying flexibility. Some of our ākonga have multiple 
commitments at lunch times and she understands this when requesting her jump jam group needs to practise 
their routine. Thank you for showing kindness in this way Stacey. 
 

 
 
 
 



CHRISTMAS CARNIVAL AND PRIZE GIVING 

A reminder about a very special event that we hold in Term 4. On Thursday the 12 December everyone comes 
back to school from 5pm and has the opportunity to mingle and choose a meal from the range of stalls that 
have been prepared by generous volunteers in the wider PTA team. We aim to have a variety of styles of food, 
something to please everyone. If you have a gazebo that we could borrow for the carnival stalls, please let us 
know. 
You will have seen the donations notice that came home last week  (and the app update earlier this week) - 
your generosity with donations has always allowed us to provide food options at an affordable price. Thank you 
for helping if you can. 
 

At 6pm we will commence our prize giving - recognising ākonga right across the school who have made 
outstanding progress/displayed our STRIVE values etc. We will also have performances from our choir, kapa 
haka and jump jam groups. 
 

The evening will conclude by 7pm for everyone EXCEPT the Year 6 ākonga (and their whānau), who will move 
into the hall and celebrate with a graduation ceremony to honour our Year 6’s as they prepare to embark on 
their journey to Intermediate schooling. 
 
Wishing everyone a fantastic weekend. 
 
Ngā mihi nui 
Lin Dixon       
 

SPORTS 

 
FUTSAL 
Hokowhitu Gladiators - This week was Hokowhitu vs Hokowhitu in a very close and competitive game. The 
Gladiators demonstrated impressive defence skills and really enjoyed playing against their friends. Our player of 
the day was Austin.  
 
SUMMER HOCKEY  
Hokowhitu Lions                   Hokowhitu Beavers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SUMMER SOCCER 
Hokowhitu Monarchs - The Hokowhitu Monarchs took on the Turitea Twilight this 
week. It was a very tight tussle that could have gone either way but ended in a 
draw. Kā pai to Lucy who was our player of the day this week. Ka Rawe Monarchs! 
 
Hokowhitu Tornados - This week we played Tokomaru and it was an 
awesome game! We had lots of shots on goal, heaps of great defending and a lot of fun. Kā pai team.  This 
week's player of the day was Zayd for all of your hard mahi on the field, you didn't stop running the whole 
game! Our previous Players of the Day deserve a mention too - well done Ruby, William and Senura.   
 
Coaches/Managers - If you would like details in the newsletter, please email them to Jen Bates by Thursday - 
office@hokowhitu.school.nz.  
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Achievement Awards 

 
Te Kete Wakahuia                                                            
Henry - Well done for managing all of the morning routines with increasing independence. Kā rawe Henry! 
Uriah - It’s been great to see you give new things a go and keep trying in your literacy learning. Kā pai!  
Manaaki - For using his phoneme fingers to write a dictated sentence.  
Yoona - For stepping up and reading her books and words at home for homework.  
Toby - For being a great mathematician.  
Indy - For showing enthusiasm on the life ed bus. 
Jacob - For trying hard to bounce and catch the ball in basketball.  
Marley - For fantastic progress in writing. Tino pai.  
Lucy B - For sharing about your ballet recital with us. Kā rawe.  
Namish - For showing resilience and perseverance in all areas of school. Tinō pai!  
Asher - For reading fluently and using expression. Kā pai!  
Willow - For being a kind and helpful friend. Tīno pai! 
 
Te Kete Pounamu 
Eli - Your ice skating recount was great to read! I loved all of the details you added! Tino pai!  
Oakley - You had amazing knowledge when we were investigating butterflies! Keep up the great thinking!  
Sid - You are an incredible role model in TKP! Thank you for your kind actions towards everyone!  
Conor - Wow Conor - what a speedy runner you are!  
Darcy - For excellent presentation in all your work - Mahi pai!  
Frankie - For expressive and fluent reading - Kā rawe!  
Cici - For your contribution to whole class literacy by helping others with spelling patterns. Kā pai!  
Harper - For giving 100% in fundamentals training!  
Ava - For reading with improved fluency and expression.  
Hunter - For giving 100% in fundamentals training! 
 
Te Kete Manawa  
Darcy - For being able to solve maths word problems by reading the questions carefully!  
Connor - For working hard to number his math work and use the squares for a neater book.  
Huatahi - For being organised and showing initiative at all times.  
Abel - For being able to solve maths word problems by reading the questions carefully!  
Annabel - For being a great problem solver in maths.  
Paxton - For being a focussed and independent student who is respectful to everyone.  
Max - For working hard to read out loud to a group in the same way he has a conversation.  
Lachie - For being a confident mimer in front of the class for drama.  
Eliza - For being a standout in physical activities like jump jam and sprints. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Achievement Awards 

 
Te Kete Aronui 
Mila L - For taking time to create a great narrative story.  
Chase - For fantastic contributions to discussions at literacy time.  
Aria - For amazing participation in our Life Education bus sessions.  
Ben - For the extra effort you are putting into your school journal you are creating.  
Maia - For a fantastic effort on your narrative writing.  
Maleigha-Rose - For your enthusiasm and engagement in adding money.  
Olivia - For showing STRIVE and stepping up in your learning.  
Nehan - For fantastic progress in spelling this year.  
Harry S - For an imaginative narrative story for your school journal. 
 
 
Te Kete Tangaroa 
Penelope - An engaging recount story.  
Hannah - Super recount writing.  
Kavya - Super fluency work with Mrs Janssen.  
C-Jay - Stepping up and being ready to learn.  
Luca - Excellent focus in maths.  
Mason - Excellent research in writing.  
Isabella - For writing expert paragraphs in your famous person biography.  
Wonil - For your cheery disposition and making us laugh.  
Hasan - Great mental maths work. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Community Notices 



 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



“Hi parents, if you are looking for high quality care with an epic fun filled Holiday 
Programme for your child/ren during the School Holidays, Massey Kids Club have spaces 
available for you. Our Summer Holiday Programme is now open and ready for bookings. 
Please get in touch with me by emailing manager@masseykidsclub.ac.nz to 
enquire/enroll. We also have spaces available in our After School Programme during the 
School Terms. I look forward to hearing from you.” 

 
 

 

mailto:manager@masseykidsclub.ac.nz


 



THE EGG PROJECT…. 
We’re gearing up to pack the freshest, happiest eggs this side of the 
henhouse, and we don’t want you to miss out. Our Free Range and 
Certified Organic Free-Range eggs come from the happiest hens 
you’ll ever meet (unless you’ve got your own chooks!). 
 
      Why should you scramble to order before the cut-off? 

1. Unbeatable Freshness: These eggs are so fresh, they 
practically come with a cluck of approval. 

2. Fundraising Fun: For every dozen you buy, we give $1.00 back 
to your school. That's a win-win for everyone! 

3. Support Local: You’re backing a small local business that’s 
cracking out its best to make a difference in our community. 

 
Don’t egg-nore this opportunity - get your 
dozen(s) now and enjoy the freshest eggs you can 
get without building a coop in your backyard. 
  
 

 

 



 


